A  PLEASANT VALLEY

few sparrow-hawks and many large storks, but butterflies,
grasshoppers and locusts were many and various.

And now we looked down upon a pleasant vale that was
our immediate destination, Al 'Ain, a Shahari settlement
of Had bi Dhomari, where a spring comes bubbling out
of the ground in the belly of a wooded trough. Two wild
fig trees, as big and shady as good English walnuts, and
bursting with apple-like fruit, made inviting bivouacs, and
there I halted. A three hours' climb had made me thirsty,
but it is impossible to obtain milk during the noonday,
and the curds that were brought me arrived belatedly after
I had dealt with the milk of a brimming fresh coco-nut.

From over,the brow of the hill appeared a party of Qara
tribesmen of Shaikh Hasan, in extended order, singing their
peculiar danadon chant1 of the mountains. Their fellow-
tribesmen of 'Ain mustered to meet them, one drawing
his sword to dance in honourable welcome. The approach-
ing party halted in a crowd round their leader while he
improvised mock heroics for the occasion, and then lined
out again chanting new couplets, and so came facing up
to their welcomers whose turn it was to improvise a reply
in similar manner. Thus a ding-dong chanting went on
for some five minutes on either side.

Of quite a peculiar type are these dark-looking men of
the mountains, with their long rough head hair sometimes
caught fup and tied in a bun on top, but more often left
wild and bushy, and practically no growth of hair on the
face except a slight chin-tuft, many of them with refined,
non-Arab faces. Their dress is the usual indigo mantle,
which among the well-to-do is cut to drape half the body,

1 A list of camel chants and mountain chants recorded as well as European
notation would permit is given in Appendix VI.
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